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AFGHANISTAN (AFGANISTAN) 


Culturally and historically Afghanistan was the eastern extension of Greater Iran until the 18 th century. The 
Gaznawid state was founded by the Samanid governor Alp-Takln, but the dynasty itself descended from his 
mamluk and successor Sabuk-Taldn. Both were Turkic mamluk generals in the service of the Samanids, and 
represented in some ways the earliest Mamluk government. Under Mahmud, who patronized Persian literature 
and art, Gaznawid control spread from north-central Iran beyond the Indus, but this greatness was short-lived. 

In 1040 the Gaznawids were defeated by the Saljuqs and were then further weakened by a series of internecine 
conflicts. The Saljuqs sacked the capital Gaznin in 1117, and made the Gaznawids their vassals. These conditions 
favored the Gurids of Firuzkuh, former vassals of the Gaznawids, and from 1108 of the Saljuqids. In 1150 the 
Gurids sacked Gaznin, and occupied it permanently from 1173. Saljuqid suzerainty lapsed in 1153, with the 
defeat of the great sultan Sanjar by the Guzz Turks. Under Muhammad II and Muhammad III, the Gurid state 
pursued the retreating Gaznawids into India and, after eliminating them, extended Muslim control there deep 
into the Gangetic plain. After the death of Muhammad III in 1206, however, the Gurids weakened in a series of 
struggles for the throne, and became easy pray for the Hiudraz-Sdhs. The ascendancy of the latter proved just as 
fleeting, and in the 1220s the entire region (except Hindustan) was overrun by the Mongols. 

The Tajik Karts of Harat (see Hurasan in Medieval Persia) established themselves as local kings (maliks) in 
1245, and became vassals of the Mongol Il-Hdn of Persia in 1251. With the disintegration of the Il-Hanid state 
in the mid-14 th century, the Karts became independent, but from 1381 they were forced to acknowledge the 
suzerainty of the Tlmurids. On the death of Giyat-al-Din II in 1389, the Kart kingdom was annexed by Timur, 
and area passed under Timurid control. Argunid amirs reigned in Qandahar as Timurid and occasionally Ozbeg 
vassals until 1522, when the city was annexed to Timurid Kabul by Babur. After a long contest with the 
Mughals, the Safawids finally took the city in 1648. As Safawid power declined, parts of Afghanistan became 
independent under the Galzay wakils of Qandahar and the Abdali sdhs of Harat. The Galzays asserted 
themselves in Iran in 1722, but Iranian rule was restored by Nadir-Sah. His death in 1747 allowed one of his 
Abdali generals to proclaim himself king (sdh) at Qandahar as Ahmad-Han Durrani. 

Ahmad-Han successfully raided Mughal Hindustan and created a powerful and extensive state, which was 
maintained under his son Tlmur-Sah, who moved the capital to Kabul. Afterwards Afghan power was 
overextended by Zaman-Sah, whose deposition in 1801 ushered in a long period of disunity and competition for 
the throne. Afghanistan was divided among rulers centered on Kabul, Harat, and Qandahar, and Durrani rule 
was challenged by the influential Barakzay clan, inviting British intervention. Originally ivakil (regent), Dust- 
Muhammad Barakzay took the princely title of amir in 1838, and momentarily reunited the country as a smaller 
and somewhat more manageable state just before his death in 1863. Final unification did not take place until 
1881 when, after another British intervention, the entire country was united by amir c Abd-al-Rahman. Under 
his son and successor Hablb-Allah I the independence of the country was recognized, although British influence 
continued. His brother Aman-Allah attempted to assert complete independence in 1919, provoking another war 
with Britain, but peace was reached in 1921. Although he took the fully sovereign title of padsah in 1926, Aman- 
Allah’s modernization policies (including a constitution in 1922) led to a reaction that seriously destabilized his 
regime and led to his abdication and exile in 1929. Widespread rebellions and rival claims to authority were 
overcome by a collateral member of the royal house, Muhammad-Nadir, whose family kept the throne until the 
monarchy’s overthrow in 1973. After the fall of the Taliban regime, the exiled monarch Muhammad-Zahir 
returned to Afghanistan in 2002, but was not allowed to reclaim his throne, securing instead the honorific title 
of bdbd’-i millat (“father of the nation”) in the constitution of the Republic of Afghanistan. 


961—963 
963—966 
966-974 
974-977 
977-997 
997-998 
998—1030 


Gaznawids at Gaznin and Lahawr 

Alp-Takln ... Samanid governor of Hurasan; autonomous ruler of Gaznin 
Ibrahim ... son of Alp-Takln; Samanid vassal 
Bilgatakln ... mamluk of Alp-Takln 
Piritakln ... mamluk of Alp-Takln 

Sabuk-Takln (Nasir-al-Dln) ... son of Qara-Bajkam; mamluk and son-in-law of Alp-Takln 
Isma'll ... son of Sabuk-Takln 

Mahmud (Yamln-al-Dawlah) ... son of Sabuk-Takln; fully independent 999 
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1030—103 I 
103 I —1040 
1040—1041 
1041 — 1048 
1048 

1048 — 1049 

1049 — 1051 

1051 
1051—1059 
1059 — 1099 
1 °99—1 11 5 
hi 5 — 1116 

1116— 1117 

1117- 1157 
1157—1160 
1160—1186 


c.i 100—1146 
1146—1149 
1149 
1149—1161 
1161 — 1163 
1163—1103 
1103—1106 
1106—1111 
1111—1113 

1113— 1114 

1114— 1115 


1146—1163 
1163—1191 
1191—1106 
1106—1115 


c-i 475-1507 

1507—1511 


Muhammad (Jalal-al-Dawlah) ... son of Mahmud; deposed 

Mas'ud I (Sihab-al-Dawlah) ... son of Mahmud 

Muhammad (Jalal-al-Dawlah) ... restored 

Mawdud (Sihab-al-Dawlah) ... son of Mas'ud I 

Mas'ud II ... son of Mawdud 

'All (Baha’-al-Dawlah) ... son of Mas'ud I 

'Abd-al-Rasid ( r Izz-al-Dawlah) ... son of Mas'ud I 

Tugril (Qiwam-al-Dawlah) ... mamluk of Mahmud 

Farruhzad (Jamal-al-Dawlah) ... son of Mas'ud I 

Ibrahim II (Zahir-al-Dawlah) ... son of Mas'ud I 

Mas'ud III ( c Ala’-al-Dawlah) ... son of Ibrahim II 

Sirzad ('Adud-al-Dawlah) ... son ofMas'ud III 

Arslan-Sah (Sultan-al-Dawlah) ... son ofMas'ud III 

Bahram-Sah (Yamin-al-Dawlah) ... son of Mas'ud III 

Idusraw-Sah (Mu c izz-al-Dawlah) ... son of Bahram-Sah 

Idusraw-Malik (TaJ-al-Dawlah) ... son of Husraw-Sah; deposed, died 1191 

(to the Gurids 1186) 

Gurids at Firuzkuh 

Husayn I ('Izz-al-Din) ... son of Qutb-al-Din Hasan; Gaznawid vassal, Saljuqid vassal 1108 
Suri (Sayf-al-Din) ... son of Husayn I 
Sam I (Baha’-al-Din) ... son of Husayn I 

Husayn II ( r Ala’-al-Dln) ... son of Husayn I; fully independent 1153 
Muhammad I (Sayf-al-Din) ... son of Husayn II 
Muhammad II (Giyat-al-Din) 1 ... son of Sam I 

Muhammad III (Mu'izz-al-Din) 1 ... son of Sam I; associated at Gaznln 1173 —1103 
Mahmud (Giyat-al-Din) ... son of Muliammad II 
Sam II (Baha’-al-Din) ... son of Mahmud 
Atsiz ( r Ala’-al-Din) ... son of Husayn II 

Muhammad IV ( c Ala’-al-Din)» ... son of SuJa c -al-Din 'Alt, son of Husayn I 

(to the Hwarazmsahs 1115; to the Mongols 1111; to the Karts 1181; to the Timurids 1389) 

Gurids at Bamiyan 

Mas'ud (Fahr-al-Din) ... son of Husayn I of Gur 
Muhammad (Sams-al-Din) ... son of Mas'ud 
Sam (Baha’-al-Din) ... son of Muliammad 
'All (Jalal-al-Din) ... son of Sam 

(to the Hwarazmsahs 1115; to the Mongols 1111; to the Karts 1181; to the Timurids 1389) 

Argunids at Qandahar 

Du-al-Nun ... son of Amir Basri Argun; Timurid vassal 
Sah-Suja c ... son of Du-al-Nun; deposed, died 1514 

(to the Timurids 1522; to Iran 15 58; to Mughal India 1595; to Iran 1622; to Mughal India 
1637; to Iran 1648; Kabul remained Timurid/Mughal until 1738, when taken by Iran) 


1 Earlier Sams-al-Din. 
1 Earlier Sihab-al-Din. 
5 Earlier Diya’-al-Din. 
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I7°9-I7I5 

1715-1717 

1717-1725 

1715-1738 


1709 —1711 

1712—1720 
1721 —1724 
1724—1726 
1726—1730 
I 73 °-I 73 I 

I73I-I732 


Galzays at Qandahar 

Mir-Ways ... son of Sah-'Alam Husayn Galzay 
Mir-'Abd-al-'Aziz ... brother of Mir-Ways 
Mir-Mahmud ... son of Mlr-Ways 
Husayn-Sultan ... son of Mlr-Ways 
(to Iran 1738; to Afghanistan 1747) 

Abdalis of Harat 

Sultan-'Abd-Allah-Han ... son of Sultan-Hayat, son of Hudaydad, son of Hwajah-Hidr Abdali; 
deposed, died 1721 

As'ad-Allah-Han ... son of Sultan-'Abd-Allah-Han 
Muhammad-Han ... son of Sultan-'Abd-Allah-Han; deposed, died 1750 
'Abd-al-Rahman-Han ... son of Sultan-'Abd-Allah-Han; deposed, died 
Allah-Yar-Han ... son of Sultan-'Abd-Allah-Han; deposed 

Du-al-Fihar-Han ... son of Muhammad-Zaman, son of Dawlat-Han, son of Sarmast-Sultan, son 
of Hwa)ah-Hidr Abdali; deposed, died 1738: 

Allah-Yar-Han ... restored; deposed 
(to Iran 1732; to Afghanistan 1747) 


Durranis and Barakzays at Kabul 


Durrani Dynasty 
i747-i77i 
i77i-i793 
1793—1801 
1801—1803 
1803—1809 

1809—1818 

1818— 1819 

1819— 1823 


Ahmad-Sah ... brother of Du-al-Fihar-Han of Harat; sab 
Timur-Sah ... son of Ahmad Sah; at Kabul 
Zaman-Sah ... son of Timur Sah; deposed, died 1844 
Mahmud-Sah ... son of Timur Sah; deposed 

Sah-Su)a'-al-Mulk ... son of Timur-Sah; rival at Pasawar 1800—1803; deposed 
• Qaysar-Sah ... son of Zaman-Sah; rival 1808 
Mahmud-Sah ... restored; deposed, died 1829 
Sultan-'Ali 4 ... son of Timur Sah; deposed, died 1819 

Ayyub-Sah ... son of Timur Sah; rival at Pasawar 1818—1819; deposed, nominally restored 
1823, died 1837 


Bdrakzay Dynasty 

1823 Muhammad-'AzIm ... son of Payindah-Han Barakzay; ivakll 5 
1823 Habib-Allah ... son of Muhammad-'Azim; amir ; deposed 

1823 Yar-Muhammad ... brother of Muhammad-'Azim; wakil\ abdicated, died 1837 
1823 — 1826 Sultan-Muhammad, brother of Yar-Muhammad; abdicated, died 1861 
1826—1839 Dust-Muhammad ... brother of Muhammad-'Azim; amir 1838; deposed 
Durrani Dynasty 

1839—1842 Sah-Su)a'-al-Mulk ... restored; sdh\ rival at Pasawar 1818 

1842 Fath-Jang ... son of Sah-Su)a'-al-Mulk; abdicated, died 1855 
1842 Sapur ... son of Sah-Suja'-al-Mulk; abdicated, died 1884 
Bdrakzay Dynasty 

1842—1863 Dust-Muhammad ... restored; amir 

1863 —1866 Sir-'All ... son of Dust-Muhammad; deposed 

1866—1867 Muhammad-Afdal ... son of Dust-Muhammad 


4 Also called Sultan-Mahmud. 

5 The Barakzay wakils governed in the name of Ayyub-Sah 1823 — 1837. 
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1867— 1868 Muhammad-A'zam ... son of Dust-Muhammad; deposed, died 1869 

1868— 1879 Sir-'All ... restored 

1879 Muhammad-Ya'qub ... son of Sir-'All; deposed, died 1913 

Muhammad-Musa-Jan ... son of Muhammad-Ya'qub; at Gaznin 1879 — 1880; deposed, died 1951 
(British occupation 1879; to Afghanistan 1880) 

Durrani and Barakzay rulers at Qandahar 

Durrani Dynasty 

1747—1771 Ahmad-Sah ... brother of Du-al-Fihar-Han of Harat; sab 
1772 Sulayman-Sah ... son of Ahmad-Sah 
1772—1793 Timur-Sah ... son of Ahmad-Sah 

1793 Humayun ... son of Timur-Sah; deposed 
1793 — 1801 Zaman-Sah ... son ofTimur-Sah; deposed, died 1844 
1801 — 1803 Mahmud-Sah ... son ofTimur-Sah; deposed 

1803 — 1804 Malik-Qaysar ... son of Zaman-Sah, son ofTimur-Sah; deposed; died 1808: 

1804—1805 Kamran-Sah ... son of Mahmud-Sah; deposed, died 1842 
1805 — 1808 Sah-Suja'-al-Mulk ... son ofTimur-Sah; deposed 
1808 Mahmud-Sah ... restored; deposed 

1808— 1809 Sah-Suja'-al-Mulk ... restored; deposed 

1809— 1818 Mahmud-Sah ... restored; deposed, died 1829 

Barakzay Dynasty 

1819—1826 Sir-Dil-Han ... son of Payindah-Han Barakzay; wakll 
1826—1839 Pur-Dil-Han ... brother of Sir-Dil-Han 
Durrani Dynasty 

1839—1842 Sah-Suja'-al-Mulk ... restored; sdh 

1842 Safdar-Jang ... son of Sah-Suja'-al-Mulk; wakll 6 -, deposed, died 1899 
Barakzay Dynasty 

1842—1855 Kuhan-Dil-Han ... brother of Sir-Dil-Han; wakll 
1855 Muhammad-Sadiq-Han ... son of Kuhan-Dil-Han 
1855 — 1858 Gulam-Haydar-Han ... son of Dust-Muhammad (below) 

1858—1863 Dust-Muhammad ... brother of Kuhan-Dil-Han; amir 
1863 —1865 Muhammad-Amln ... son of Dust-Muhammad 
1865 —1867 Sir-'All I ... son of Dust-Muhammad; deposed 

1867— 1868 Muhammad-Afdal ... son of Dust-Muhammad 

1868 Muhammad-A'zam ... son of Dust-Muhammad; deposed, died 1869 

1868— 1879 Sir-'All I ... restored 

1879— 1880 (British occupation) 

1880— 1881 Sir-'All II ... son of Mihr-Dil-Han, brother of Sir-Dil-Han; wdkil-, abdicated, died 1897 

1881 'Abd-al-Rahman ... son of Muhammad-Afdal; deposed; amir, Afghanistan 1880—1901 
1881 Muhammad-Ayyub ... son of Sir-'All I; deposed, died 1914 

(to Afghanistan 1881) 

Durrani and Barakzay rulers at Harat 

Durrani Dynasty 

1747—1751 Ahmad-Sah ... brother of Du-al-Fihar-Han of Harat; abdicated; sdh of Afghanistan 1747—1773 
1751 —1773 Tlmur-Sah ... son of Ahmad-Sah; abdicated; sdh of Afghanistan 1773 — 1793 

6 Governed in the name of his brother Fath-Jang. 
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1773 — 1797 Mahmud-Sah ... son ofTimur-Sah; deposed 
1797—1800 Zaman-Sah ... son ofTimur-Sah; deposed, died 1844 
1800—1803 Mahmud-Sah ... restored; deposed 

1803 — 1809 Sah-Su)a , '-al-Mulk ... son ofTimur-Sah; deposed, died 1841 
1809—1818 Mahmud-Sah ... restored; deposed, died 1819 
1818—1841 Kamran-Sah ... son of Mahmud-Sah 
Allkuzay Dynasty 

1841—18 51 Yar-Muhammad ... wazir of Kamran Sah; ivakll 

1851 — 1855 Sayyid-Muhammad ... son of Yar-Muhammad 
Durrani Dynasty 

1855 — 1856 Muhammad-Yusuf... son of Malik-Qasim, son of Firuz-al-Din, son of Timur-Sah; wakil\ 
deposed, died 1857 

1856— 1857 (to Iran) 

Bdrakzay Dynasty 

1857— 1863 Sultan-Ahmad ... son of Muhammad-fAzim, brother of Dust-Muhammad (below); amir 

1863 Dust-Muhammad ... son of Payindah-Han Barakzay 

1863 — 1879 Sir-'All ... son of Dust-Muhammad 

1879— 1880 (British occupation) 

1880— 1881 Muhammad-Ayyub ... son of Sir-'All; deposed, died 1914 

(to Afghanistan 1881) 

Barakzay rulers of Afghanistan 

1880—1901 r Abd-al-Rahman ... son of Muhammad-Afdal; amir of Afghanistan 

1901 —1919 Habib-Allah I ... son of 'Abd-al-Rahman 

1919 Nasr-Allah ... son of 'Abd-al-Rahman; deposed, died 1911 
1919—1919 Aman-Allah ... son of Habib-Allah \\padsah 1916; deposed; rival in Qandahar 1919; died i960 
1919 'Inayat-Allah ... son of Habib-Allah I; abdicated, died 1946 
1919 Habib-Allah II Gazi... usurper; amir, deposed, died 1919 

• 'All-Ahmad-Jan ... son of Hus-Dil-Han by Sahlrah-Bigam, daughter of Dust-Muhammad; 
rival in Jalalabad 1919 

1919—1933 Muhammad-Nadir ... son of Muhammad-Yusuf, son ofYahya, son of Sultan-Muhammad, 
brother of Dust-Muhammad; padsah 

1933 — 1973 Muhammad- Zahir ... son of Muhammad-Nadir; deposed, died 1007 

(republic 1973) 



